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workmen uncovered a quantity of oil, and the flames broke 
out, forming a smoke column some 300 feet high that  hung 
over the ruins all that  day. The yard men kept streams on 
the ruins till the 12th. 

It must be observed that  these tanks were, most of them, 
90 feet in diameter, 35 feet high, and contained about 30,000 
barrels each of crude, refined oil, gasoline, solid wax, and tar, 
respectively, in all 16 were destroyed, with other property. 

There seems to he more than one lesson to be t,aught by 
these large conflagrations. From the study of the meteoro- 
logical distiirhaiices in the atmosphere while such large quan- 
tities of heated air and gases are ascending for several days 
without cessation, we learn : 

1. The surface winds are drawn toward the center of such 
a fire for a distance of over one-half mile, as was shown liy all 
vanes pointing away from i t  within that  distance. 

2. That there is a limit to which smoke will aecend even 
when carried up by heated air and gases, as showii by the 
way i t  spread out into the umbrella-like form. 

3. That Professor Fergusson’s observation’ that cumulus 
clouds are formed was proven in that  except for thoee over 
the smoke column the sky was mostly cloudless, while at 
times the smoke mas crested with them. 
4. What influence did the fire exert on the atmosphere ‘? 

Was i t  responsible for the two local thundershowers that 
took place on Friclay and Saturday a t  about the same hour- 
7:30 and 6:30 p. m. 

The following data is furnished by Mr. Willard W. Hotch- 
kin, Volunteer Observer a t  the Bergen Point Station, N. J. 
Weather Service : 
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MEXICAN CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA. 

Through the kind cooperation of Sefior Manuel E. Pastrana, 
Director of the Central Meteorologic-Rlaguetic Observatory, 
the monthly summaries of Mexican data are now commu- 
uicated ill manuucript, in advance of their publication in 
the Boletin Mensual. An abstract, translated into English 
measures, is here given, in continuation of the similar tables 
published in the MONTHLY U’EATHER REVIEW since 1896. 
I’he barometric means have not been reduced to standard 
Zravity, but this correctiou will be given a t  some future date 
when the pressures are published on our Chart IV. 

Mm-can data for Aiigtiat ,  1900. 

Jran C‘apeda (Coah’a) 1 
#az:rtlan ........... Aeon (Guanajuato). . ., 
Hexico (Obs. Ceut . ) . .  
Koralla (Semiliarlo). . 
’arras rCoaliuila, ... 
’uebla (Col. Cat.) .  ... 
;altillo(Col. S. Juan). 
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6.243 , ‘2.4 09 89.8 .............. 81.2 ............... 195.9 
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61.7 
60.8 
55. 8 
T2.7 
5’2.7 
55.2 
67.1 
49. I 
5% 6 
59.0 
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, -  ---____ ~~~ 

................ ......... 

73.9 ............ .......... ......... 
6 i . 3  1 74 7.15 J. 
85.1 73 2.01 I nw. :e. 
63.0 1 6s 3.66 , n. ne. 
75.71 64.4 . . . . . . . . . .  76 3.32 I sw. ................... e .  
27.: 1 78 6.66 1 ene. ne. 40.- 73 t.30 n. se. 
69.1 1 75 g.22 I n.  e. 


